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This legislation’s narrow scope addresses 

some of the concerns that have been raised 
about the bill. First, it repeals the current 
broadcaster exemption—but it does NOT 
apply to bars, restaurants and other venues, 
and it does not expand copyright protection in 
any other way. Second, it provides an accom-
modation of protection for small and non-com-
mercial broadcasters by setting a low flat an-
nual fee with no negotiation, litigation or arbi-
tration expenses. As a result, nearly 77 per-
cent of existing broadcasting stations in this 
country—including college stations and public 
broadcasters—will pay only a nominal flat fee, 
rather than having to pay a percentage of their 
revenues as royalties. Third, the bill does NOT 
harm or adversely affect the revenues right-
fully paid to songwriters and other existing 
copyright owners. It simply extends copyright 
protection to artists, musicians and the sound 
recording labels. 

This bill is a starting point, not a final prod-
uct, and I plan to continue to work with inter-
ested parties to ensure that the bill is fair to 
everyone. I promise to continue working on 
issues affecting the songwriters, public radio, 
webcasters, and others who will be critical to 
the process of moving this bill forward. And as 
always, I hope the broadcasters will decide to 
engage on this issue so that we can end up 
with a mutually agreeable final product. 

I hope that with introduction of a companion 
bill in the Senate, Congress will act quickly to 
level the playing field between technologies 
and ensure rightful compensation to per-
formers. 
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DENOUNCING ANTI-SEMITISM IN 
TURKEY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, for many 
years, Turkey and Israel have shared a strong 
relationship diplomatically, militarily, and cul-
turally. This affiliation has been showcased as 
an example that a secular, western leaning 
Muslim country can be an ally to Israel. 

While many in the West have placed Turkey 
on a do-no wrong pedestal despite years of 
discriminating against the country’s ethnic 
Christians, this past January revealed growing 
anti-Semitism in Turkey from top officials to 
protesters in the streets. 

Israel’s Gaza offensive was launched in re-
sponse to the hundreds of rockets that the ter-
rorist organization Hamas fired at Israel’s cit-
ies over the past year. Instead of defending 
Israel’s actions of self defense, Turkey chose 
not to stand by their ally. 

What came next was a wave of anti-Semi-
tism that swept across Turkey. Propaganda 
posters were plastered and graffiti sprayed on 
Istanbul’s walls calling for death to Israel. 
Even Jewish owned shops in Turkey have 
been targeted. These actions against the Jew-
ish people cannot be minimized, and the West 
cannot stand for it. 

On January 4th, thousands of protesters 
gathered in Istanbul’s streets chanting, ‘‘Death 
to Israel, we are all Palestinians.’’ One day 
later, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said in regards to Israel’s actions in 
Gaza, ‘‘Allah will sooner or later punish those 
who transgress the rights of innocents.’’ 

The events that transpired during last 
week’s Davos World Economic Forum further 
distanced Turkey from Israel. While Israeli 
President Shimon Peres spoke frankly about 
his nation’s ‘‘aim for peace, not war,’’ Prime 
Minister Erdogan refuted President Peres’ 
comments and chided the audience for ap-
plauding his remarks. After being cut short by 
the moderator, the Prime Minister walked off 
the stage. 

As protesters hurl eggs outside the Israeli 
Consulate in Istanbul, Prime Minister Erdogan 
is on record questioning if it is appropriate for 
Israel to have a U.N. seat. Erdogan has also 
steered his diplomatic team to meet with Iran, 
Syria, and Sudan to discuss ending the con-
flict in Gaza, while Jordan, Egypt, and Saudi 
Arabia were gathering in Kuwait. Instead of 
discussing the issue with other moderate Mus-
lim nations, Turkish leaders chose to meet 
with hardliner Iran and the Genocide wielding 
Sudanese government. 

I am deeply concerned by this shift away 
from the West and the out right anti-Semitism 
that is rippling through Turkey’s streets. For a 
nation that prides itself on its friendship with 
the Jews, these actions are a step backwards 
and have the potential to harm ties between 
the two nations, and harm Turkey’s relation-
ship with the West. 

All of these moves from Ankara may just be 
pandering to the nationalistic, anti-Israel, anti- 
minority voters of Turkey, but regardless of 
Prime Minister Erdogan intentions, the results 
are dangerous and engender hate. What’s 
more is that they move Turkey away from it’s 
secular, moderate stance as a bridge between 
the West and other Muslim nations. 

For years I have asked that Turkey end its 
constant discrimination against Christian mi-
norities, specifically Armenians and Greeks. 
Now with anti-Semitism spreading through the 
country, I call on Turkey’s leadership to take 
concrete steps towards ending this destructive 
intolerance against minorities. Only these ef-
forts will help to reestablish normal ties with 
Israel. 
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TRIBUTE ON THE OCCASION OF 
MAJOR GERALD THOMAS’ RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE UNITED 
STATES MARINE CORPS 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I recognize and pay tribute to MAJ Ger-
ald A. Thomas, U.S. Marine Corps, on the oc-
casion of his retirement from active duty. 
Major Thomas has served our great Nation for 
more than 21 years, earning many decora-
tions, among them the Bronze Star with Com-
bat ‘‘V’’. I, and many other members of this 
chamber, have had the pleasure of working 
with him over the past 3 years that he has 
served as part of Headquarters U.S. Marine 
Corps Office of Legislative Affairs and as the 
Deputy Director of the U.S.M.C. Liaison Office 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Major Thomas distinguished himself through 
exceptional meritorious service while serving 
as the Deputy Director. Every day he served 
in direct support of not only the Marine Corps 
Office of Legislative Affairs but in direct sup-

port of every member of Congress, every Ma-
rine and every American. His keen abilities in 
organization, interpersonal relationships, and 
communication were extremely critical to the 
successful accomplishment of the Marine 
Corps Office of Legislative Affairs’ mission. His 
achievements and ability to get the job done 
have been understated but always effective 
and noteworthy. While serving in the Liaison 
office, Major Thomas was able to develop and 
execute legislative strategy for the United 
States Marine Corps that was instrumental in 
creating a fiscal and policy landscape condu-
cive to training and equipping the Nation’s 
most elite fighting force, ensuring their suc-
cess on the battlefield. He routinely turned 
broad guidance into action which energized 
the Office of Legislative Affairs and members 
of Congress alike. His actions allowed the Ma-
rine Corps to engage members of Congress 
and their staffs, directly facilitating the in-
creased emphasis on improving Congressional 
relationships—a cornerstone of CMC’s stra-
tegic vision. 

The Marine Corps House of Representa-
tives Liaison Office that Major Thomas leaves 
behind is functional and responsive, highly in-
tegrated, and favors a proactive legislative 
strategy. While leading the House Liaison Of-
fice through the extraordinary challenges as-
sociated with Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and the ongoing 
Global War on Terror, he concurrently ensured 
that a myriad of daily Congressional commu-
nications, taskings and events were executed 
flawlessly. The leadership and direction that 
Major Thomas provided was instrumental to 
the Marine Corps’ tremendous success during 
a period of extraordinarily high operational 
tempo and unprecedented Congressional in-
terest in Marine Corps activities. During Major 
Thomas’ two years as the Deputy Director, he 
accomplished the full spectrum of the Marine 
Corps’ legislative mission. 

Members and staffers alike respected and 
trusted Major Thomas’ straightforward and de-
pendable assistance. He exemplified the can-
dor and knowledge that we have come to ex-
pect from the Marine Corps and he played a 
key role in maintaining superb relationships 
between the Marine Corps and the House of 
Representatives. 

Throughout his tour, Major Thomas effec-
tively responded to several thousand congres-
sional inquiries, many of which gained national 
level attention. He demonstrated a unique abil-
ity to translate the language of the House of 
Representatives to the language of the Marine 
Corps and vice versa, enabling him to provide 
us with a clear sense of what the Marine 
Corps could accomplish. Because of the 
Major, Members of Congress were able to es-
tablish lasting professional relationships with 
senior members of the Marine Corps that 
didn’t exist prior to his arrival. During his time 
on Capitol Hill, Major Thomas successfully 
planned, coordinated and escorted over 50 
international and domestic Congressional and 
Staff Delegations. His detailed coordination 
with foreign government officials, U.S. State 
Department, and senior military officials en-
sured that each delegation was conducted 
professionally. His attention to detail and an-
ticipation of requirements allowed Representa-
tives to focus on fact-finding and gleaning new 
insights that informed critical decisions to sup-
port the people of the United States. With 
more than 15 delegations to Central Com-
mand Major Thomas assisted in educating 
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Members of Congress on the successes and 
challenges facing our service men and women 
that could only be gained from first-hand ob-
servation and face-to-face interaction. Due to 
his professionalism, dedication and keen 
knowledge, Major Thomas became the most 
sought after military escort for delegations 
traveling into Central Command. The time he 
has spent supporting Members of the House 
has been truly noteworthy. He has made last-
ing contributions to the House of Representa-
tives. 

Major Thomas has also made a lasting con-
tribution in the sustainment of today’s readi-
ness and the shape of tomorrow’s Marine 
Corps. Maj Thomas’ distinguished service has 
left a mark of true excellence that will last long 
after he has departed the Office of Legislative 
Affairs. The Marine Corps will miss him, but 
Major Thomas leaves a tremendous legacy for 
others to follow and emulate. I wish Major 
Gerald Thomas congratulations and all best 
wishes as he enters this new chapter of his 
life. 

During his 21 years of service, Maj Thomas 
has served as: 

Communications Marine—Marine Corps 
Base Camp Lejeune; 

Student—Marine Corps Education Pro-
gram—University of Arizona; 

Platoon Commander—Echo Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 6th Marines; 

Platoon Commander—Weapons Platoon, 
Echo Co, 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines; 

Executive Officer—Echo Co, 2nd Battalion, 
6th Marines; 

Staff Platoon Commander—The Basic 
School; 

Executive Officer—Alpha, Charlie, & Echo 
Companies; 

The Basic School Instructor—Infantry Officer 
Course; 

Student—Infantry Officers Captain’s Career 
Course; 

Company Commander—Lima Co, 3rd Bat-
talion, 2nd Marines; 

Congressional Fellow—Office of Rep. San-
ford Bishop; 

Joint Action Officer—Plans, Policies, and 
Operations Department, HQMC; 

Deputy Director—Marine Corps House Liai-
son Office. 
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HONORING KORTNEY STEVEN 
GUTIERREZ 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Kortney Steven Gutierrez 
of Platte City, Missouri. Kortney is a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 351, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Kortney has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kortney has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Kortney Steven Gutierrez 

for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE SAVE 
AMERICAN ENERGY ACT 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, today I am 
introducing the ‘‘Save American Energy Act’’ 
to obtain the significant benefits of cost-effec-
tive, environmentally friendly, energy efficiency 
resources. These energy efficiency standards 
will not only lead to lower global warming 
emissions but will also create jobs, reduce the 
need for new power plants, and save con-
sumers money. As President Obama clearly 
articulated, energy efficiency is the cleanest, 
cheapest, fastest source of energy. The legis-
lation that I am introducing today follows 
President Obama’s stated goal of reducing 
electricity demand 15 percent by 2020 by cre-
ating an energy efficiency resource standard, 
EERS. 

Reducing electricity consumption 15 percent 
by 2020 will save consumers $130 billion over 
the next 20 years and reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions by more than 5 billion tons through 
2030. The Save American Energy Act sets 
minimum levels of electricity and natural gas 
savings to be achieved through utility pro-
grams, building codes, appliance standards, 
and other efficiency measures. This legislation 
will initially create a modest savings require-
ment of 1 percent for electricity and three- 
quarters of a percent for natural gas and 
gradually build to a 15 percent cumulative re-
quirement for electricity and ten percent for 
natural gas in 2020. 

The benefits of energy efficiency standards 
are clear and far-reaching. First, energy effi-
ciency standards will dramatically reduce the 
global warming emissions that are creating the 
climate crisis. Energy efficiency is the easiest 
and quickest way that we as a Nation can 
take action to reduce emissions. These energy 
efficiency savings would reduce carbon diox-
ide emissions by approximately 260 million 
metric tons per year by 2020—the equivalent 
of the annual emissions from 43 million auto-
mobiles. 

Second, energy efficiency standards will 
create jobs and can help revitalize our econ-
omy. The Save American Energy Act will lead 
to the creation of 260,000 new green-collar 
jobs. These jobs will be everything from retro-
fitting buildings to weatherizing homes. At a 
time when the American economy lost nearly 
2 million jobs in the last 4 months of 2008, ac-
cording to the Department of Labor, passing 
an energy efficiency standard can help send 
people back to work doing the work that most 
needs to be done. 

Third, energy efficiency standards will de-
crease peak electricity demand. Savings from 
efficiency can be done far more cheaply than 
bringing new generation online. New genera-
tion from conventional resources costs some-
where between $0.073 and $0.145 per kilo-
watt hour compared to $0.03 per kilowatt hour 
from energy efficiency savings. The Save 
American Energy Act will reduce peak elec-

tricity demand by about 90,000 megawatts in 
2020. This reduction would eliminate the need 
to build 300 medium-sized new power plants. 

Fourth, The Save American Energy Act will 
result in billions of dollars in consumer savings 
on their energy bills. This bill allows for numer-
ous cost-effective efficiency savings in every 
area of the economy. The legislation that I am 
introducing today requires utilities to obtain en-
ergy efficiency savings that are available at a 
lower cost than traditional energy supply op-
tions. 

Many States around the country have al-
ready implemented successful efficiency 
standards. Vermont and California are two of 
the States leading the way and and 15 States 
and the District of Columbia have put in place 
policies promoting energy efficiency. The Save 
American Energy Act would set a federal effi-
ciency standard but allows States with pro-
grams that meet or exceed that standard to 
administer the program directly, fostering pol-
icy innovation and adaptation to local cir-
cumstances. 

The Save American Energy Act will take ad-
vantage of the cost-effective, available energy 
efficiency opportunities that can be quickly put 
in place. Adopting a national energy efficiency 
standard will allow us to reduce carbon emis-
sions, create new green jobs, and reduce the 
need to build power plants: all while benefiting 
customers. The time to act is now. 
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AMERICAN RECOVERY AND 
REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making sup-
plemental appropriations for job preserva-
tion and creation, infrastructure investment, 
energy efficiency and science, assistance to 
the unemployed, and State and local fiscal 
stabilization, for fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes: 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chair, I rise today to ap-
plaud a particular section of the stimulus pack-
age that will have a profound impact on the 
citizens of the District of Columbia. The hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in AIDS/HIV testing 
and prevention contained in the legislation be-
fore us will assist an amazing organization in 
the District called the Whitman Walker Clinic. 
When it is time to award these funds, I strong-
ly urge the Secretary of HHS and the Director 
of the CDC to look favorably upon the Clinic’s 
application. 

The District of Columbia is facing an HIV/ 
AIDS epidemic of untold proportions. It is esti-
mated that 1 in 20 citizens of the District now 
have HIV or AIDS. This is one of the highest 
incidences in the Country if not the highest 
compared to other major metropolitan areas. 

The Whitman-Walker Clinic (WWC), a com-
prehensive primary care clinic with centers of 
excellence in HIV/AIDS care and Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) health 
care, has been providing healthcare and sup-
portive services to residents of the District of 
Columbia for 30 years. WWC is one of the 
largest nongovernmental HIV/AIDS medical 
and service organizations in the metropolitan 
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